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Suicide bombing at CIA camp in Afghanistan likely
revenge attack by Taliban warlord - aformer ally

BY JAMES GORDON MEEK

Friday, January 1st 2010, 4:00 AM

The suicide-bomb slaughter at a tiny CMghanistanborder camp was likely vengeance from a
local Talibantribal warlord who was once the agency's ally.

Forward Operation Base Chapmankinowst where severCIA officers died Wednesday, is a
few miles from the ruins oAl Qaedacamps obliterated by.S. missiles in a failed 1998 attempt
to kill Osama Bin Laden

"This will be avenged through aggressive countsstavperations,” an official said Thursday as
drones blew up Al Qaeda goons in warldalaluddin Haqggals territory across the border in
Pakistan "People at Langley are galvanized.”

The CIA backed Haqgani in the 1980s war againshamgstan's Soviet occupiers.

Despite aligning with the CIA as a mujahedeen leaddight the Soviets, Haggani refused its
overtures after 9/11 and sided with his old frid8id Laden, whom he has sheltered on both
sides of the Afganistan-Pakistan border.

My first visit to the classified outpost, also eall Chapman Airfield, in late 2005, was in a
chopper dropping off Special Forces soldiers weglong beards.
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The camp, a one-time Soviet airfield, is named Goeen BeretNathan Chapman, who was
fighting alongside the CIA when he became the 1us$. soldier killed in the war eight years
ago.

The next day, a one-eyed, one-armed man triedttofsdis suicide vest at the gate but was
stopped. It was one of the first suicide attaclesltm the Afghan war and gave everyone jitters.

Haqggani's son Siraj, the Afghan Taliban's top fietdnmander, introduced suicide bombs as
weapons in this war.

Chapman hosted a provincial reconstruction teamwaagihome to "OGAs" - Other Government
Agencies, a euphemism for spies.

The dangerous mission of these CIA paramilitagase officers and analysts was to hunt high-
value targets from Al Qaeda and the local Haggaatwsrk.

It's that work that set the camp's fate for what bacome a blood feud between the spy agency
and the Haqgqgani family.

In the past year, CIA drones have killed Hagqamatiees in safehouses used by Al Qaeda
leaders plotting strikes on U.S. interests globally

"There is no doubt" Haqqgani sees a motive for rgeesaidShir Khostj an ex-Afghan official
now living in Queens who often worked at Chapmaitinthe CIA.

So does the CIA.

"If it wasn't personal before, it sure as hellaswi' a furious counterterror official said Thursday
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